Discover why these
four birds top our
list when it comes
to congeniality.

By David Shaw, Fairbanks, Alaska

As a scientist, [ dislike anthropomorphizing the birds

I study. Most of the time [ can easily argue away their
near-hurman behavior. But there are a few species that
for their intelligence, appealing behavior and association
with humans, are just exceedingly likable. Lacking
scientific term for this group of birds, I think I'll ju

them friendly

Cheery Chickadees

The first group of friendly species is the chickadees. They
frequent our yards and feeders so often that they would
be impossible not to include. Seven species of chicka-
dees are found in North America. One, the gray-headed
chickadee, occurs only in Alaska, and even there requires
50 much searching that most Alaskan birders, including
me, have never seen one

Five species are regional. Carolina chickadees oceur
n the Southeastern United States. Boreal chickadees
are limited to the boreal forest. that covers the northern
portion of the continent. Mountain chickadees are found
in the Rocky Mountains, Mexican chickadees occur only
in the far southern tip of Arizona and New Mexico, and
chestnut-backed chickadees are found in the Northwest.
Only black-capped chickadees occur across the whole of
North America.

All the chickadee species share some traits, the most
notable being their bold and inguisitive nature. They do
not seem to fear, well, anything. I've watched a chickadee
on a cold winter day fly down and land atop my ski pole
as | paused along the trail. That bird eyed me with some
cuniosity before letting loose a scolding Chick-a-dee-dee!
and returning to the branches above

I've watched chickadees dive-bomb and harass a gos-
hawk that outweighed them more than a hundred times.
When I've captured black-capped chuckadees during re-
search projects, they —unlike every other of the hundreds

handled—will fight e of the way
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SOCIAL BIRDS ¢ birels disphny hurmaniike behavior
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the attitude, often flying tight up to o feeder even as it be

ing losded with seods or peanut butter, They will perch ver
tically, npside down, on i tree trunk and wait patiently for

their ability
that distinguish

When not vigiting

thelr chance at the treat. In fact, it 18 this tralt
to perch head dowr on a vertical surface
of birds

es Ltham from wll othoer species

they derive a good portion of thelr food from the

fooder

insects hiding beneath the scales of tree bark. Thelr unigue
ability to scule up and down the trunk of a tree is a perfect

strategy for such a search

Nutty Nutcrackers
While

Qrow

several species of corvids-—the fumily that includes

ravens and jays—are friendly, one group hag earned

the nickname of camp robber, Clark's nuterackers are the
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guintessential avian thieves. If you picnicked or catnped

Iti thie high conifer forests of the Rockie wi've probably

encovntered a Clark'santoracker. T1 peair alimost

rasgically from the forest, sommehow kno whiere ther
food to be found
Ihey fire largo geny Joye with black wings, white outer t il

feathors and intelligent dark oyes, Their main food saurce
apart from the opportunistic theft from eamper’s back
packs, 8 the seeds of pines. In fact, they are 50 clo oly thed
1o pines that several specios of trees, Ind Tuding the white
bark pine and the southwestern white pine, deps 1 almost
entirely on the Clark's nuteracker for seedl dispersal

They have an uncanny meraory that can atoro the
locations of thousands of seeds, which they cach as the
pinecones ripen, That memory and the abllity to acquire

food are attributes 1'd choose in any friend

Splendid Sparrows
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These specios, more than many others, have chosen §
They seor to like us. And, for me

ngsociate with humans
that feoling 18 mutial, Their antics, conrage and intelligence
are steiking, memaorable and entertaining Anid, like good

~«

feionds, they are always around when | need them

Web P'Us: Dlge jays are among the
triendilest-—and most cantroversial=-birds around. Go
10 the Plus page of our website to leam about these
fligrs and got tips for attracting and controlling them.
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